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Context of the report
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“..different national applications of the ‘producer responsibility’ principle may lead to substantial 
disparities in the financial burden on economic operators. Having different national policies on the 
management of WEEE hampers the effectiveness of recycling policies. For that reason, the 
essential criteria should be laid down at the level of the Union and minimum standards for the 
treatment of WEEE should be developed.” 2012/ 19/ EU

• These principal goals of the WEEE Directive have not been executed. We urgently need to move 

away from a Directive and towards a Regulation to address the striking lack of harmonisation (and 

related negative impacts) between Member States WEEE management systems. 

• The fact that on average only 50 percent of the WEEE is collected and treated in the EU, while the 

target from 2019 onwards, as set down in the WEEE Directive, is 65 percent, is an indication that the 

policy circle is not functioning optimally.

• The report outlines EERA’s key recommendations, across a range of topics, based on the most 

important gaps in the current legislation as well as on national good practices that should be applied at 

EU level or which, to the contrary, should be changed.

• Rather than solely focusing on the topic of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), the survey 

focused on all aspects of recycling so that the recast of WEEE legislation can then truly contribute to 

the achievement of a circular economy for WEEE.



Collection target

4

• EEE producers should remain responsible for all WEEE that they put 

on market, not strictly just WEEE that is ‘available for collection’

• The collection targets should be more tailored to the category of 

product and its unique characteristics

• Waste exports should only count towards the fulfillment of producer 

obligations if the exporter/waste holder can prove that WEEE has 

been prepared for re-use (prior to export) and is suitable for returning 

to the marketplace; and/or that treatment has taken place in conditions 

equivalent to the mandatory standards that European recyclers must 

conform to 
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Water flows humbly to the lowest
level.  Nothing is weaker than

water, yet for overcoming what is 
hard and strong, nothing surpasses is.

- Lao Tzu -

Reference: WEEE recycling economics, the shortcomings of the current business model;  2018; 

Federico Magalini and Jaco Huisman (UNU – CIE SCYCLE); study commissioned by EERA



Enforcement and a framework that allows it
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• Mandatory handover: all WEEE management should be carried out exclusively by approved WEEE collectors and 

compliant recyclers that are contracted with producers and/or producer collective schemes, and that all WEEE that is 

collected by actors other than those pre-approved should be handed over to permitted actors (as done in Ireland, France, 

and the Netherlands).

• Cost considerations of collections: the costs of materials and components that are (illegally) scavenged must be a 

consideration when determining payments paid by recyclers to WEEE holders for the material. 

• Enforcement must be strengthened across Europe against rogue actors (e.g. scavengers) and operators acting outside 

of legal requirements. The instillment in all Member States of a coordination body with robust enforcement 

capabilities and of an independent, neutral register to oversee reporting figures should be implemented. 

• National level platforms or forums that enable coordination and collaboration between different groups are necessary 

in order to foster dialogue and collaboration in the achievement of WEEE collection and treatment targets. 



Level playing field in collection, treatment and 
preparing for re-use
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• Mandatory re-use, treatment, and collection standards (based on the CENELEC EN 50625 and EN 50614 

standards) should be introduced in order to foster a level-playing field both within and between Member States. 

Producers and producer collective schemes should only be allowed to contract with compliant recyclers and operators 

who can show evidence of meeting these standards.

• Harmonized training for auditors and / or inspectors must be put into place in all Member States to ensure clarity 

and equivalence in understanding, knowledge, and enforcement, especially for those checking WEEE operations and 

material routes. 

• Ensuring quality of collection: it is fundamental that the quality of material collected is sufficient to enable proper 

recycling of WEEE: certain appliances and equipment should be collected separately; containers should be more 

adapted to the types of WEEE they hold.  Bulk collection practices currently suppose a notable number of issues (e.g. 

fire hazards and other dangers arising from presence of hazardous substances such as lithium-containing WEEE). 

• Equivalent conditions: it is essential that the re-use and treatment of all WEEE arising in the EU be subjected to the 

same criteria regardless of where it is prepared for re-use and/or treated and also including the operations taking place 

outside of the EU where WEEE is to be exported. 
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Conclusion

The full report will soon be released on 

https://www.eera-recyclers.com/

https://www.eera-recyclers.com/


THANK YOU

https://www.eera-recyclers.com/

https://www.eera-recyclers.com/

